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The Parish is a Corporation pursuant to Chapter 42 of the Ordinances of the North-West Territories,
1903, An Ordinance to incorporate the Bishop of the Russo-Greek Catholic Orthodox Church and the
Parishes and Missions of the said church.

ARTICLE i PURPOSE, CANONICAL ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION AND ADMINISTRATION:

To corporately worship Almighty God, the Holy Trinity One in Essence and Undivided: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit;

This Parish is a local community of Orthodox Christians and a part of the Orthodox Church in America
within the Archdiocese of Canada;

The Orthodox Church in America is an autocephalous Church with territorial jurisdiction in the United
States of America and the Commonwealth of Canada. Its doctrine, discipline and worship are those of
the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church as taught by the Holy Scriptures, Holy Tradition, the
Ecumenical and Provincial Councils, and the Holy Fathers. The Orthodox Church in America is referred
to in these Bylaws as "the Church". (Article |, THE STATUTE OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN
AMERICA);

The purpose, course of conduct, organization and administration of this Parish and its members are those
of the Orthodox Church in America, and are subject to the STATUTE OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN
AMERICA, as adopted at the Second All-American Council of October 19-20, 1971, and as amended at
any subsequent All-American Council of the Orthodox Church in America (referred to in these Bylaws as
"the Statute");

This Parish is part of The Archdiocese of Canada Orthodox Church in America, a Diocese of The
Orthodox Church in America; this Parish and its members are thereby governed by the Diocesan Bishop
with the assistance of a Diocesan Assembly and a Diocesan Council (Article VI, Section 1, the Statute),
and this Parish and its Members are subject to the Bylaws of the Archdiocese;

This Parish and its members shall operate according to the Parish Bylaws as duly ratified by the Parish
and as ultimately approved and effected by the Diocesan Bishop; PROVIDED HOWEVER, nothing in
these Bylaws shall allow for a course of conduct, or shall be construed, defined or interpreted in a manner
contradicting, contravening, superseding or lacking harmony with the Purpose, the Statute, the Bylaws of
the Archdiocese and the Canonical Ecclesiastical Authority of the Orthodox Church in America.

ARTICLE Il THE PARISH:

In accordance with the teachings of the Orthodox Church, the Bishop is the Diocesan Authority and the
head of this Parish and its Rector/Priest and all the Parishes which constitute his diocese. He appoints
this Parish's clergy, has the obligation and right of regular and special visitations to the Parish. The
Bishop oversees the whole life and all activities of this Parish in accordance with the teachings of the
Orthodox Church, and in cases of conflicts or disorder within the Parish, takes all necessary measures
consistent with the Holy Canons of the Orthodox Church;
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This Parish, having been established by decision of the Diocesan Bishop, is a local community of the
Church having as its head, a duly appointed rector/priest and consisting of Orthodox Christians who live
in accordance with the teachings of the Orthodox Church, comply with the discipline and rules of the
Church and regularly support their Parish. Being subordinate to the Diocesan Authority, it is a component
part of the Diocese (Article X, Section 1, the Statute) and a component part of the Deanery and
subordinate to the District Dean (Article IX, Sections 1-3, the Statute).

ARTICLEIV THE PARISH RECTOR/PRIEST:

At the head of the Parish is its Rector. His obligations, responsibilities, authority, competence, and his
relationship to the Church, his Bishop, his Parish and its members, and the corresponding obligations,
responsibilities, authority, competence and the relationship of the Parish and the members to the Rector
are those of, and are in accordance with the teachings of the Orthodox Church in America and as set out
in Article X, Sections 1 and 4 of the Statute.

ARTICLE V PARISH MEMBERSHIP: ‘,

Section 1: a member of this Parish is one who is a member/parishioner according to/as defined by
the Statute: By virtue of their Baptism and Chrismation, the parishioners are members of
the Body of Christ and must strive to live in accordance with their high calling (Eph. 4:1).
No one can be a member of the parish if he openly betrays the teaching of the Orthodox
Church, or if he leads a life or acts in a manner condemned by the Holy Canons as
incompatible with the name of Orthodox Christian; |

Section 2: a voting member of this Parish is one who is:

a) a member at least eighteen (18) years of age, who partakes of the Sacraments of
Confession and Holy Communion at least once a year; and

b) has belonged to the Parish for a period of one (1} year; or has been canonically
transferred from another Parish; and

c) has fulfilled the financial obligations as may be established from time to time by the
All-American Councils, Diocesan Assemblies and this Parish.

ARTICLE V] PARISH PROPERTY:

Section 1: The Parish is the soile owner of all Parish properties, assets and funds but shall own,
hold, administer, encumber and dispose of the same as Trustee to accomplish the
religious nature, purpose and goals of the Parish and the Church, and without limiting the
foregoing, specifically subject to and in accordance with the Statute;

Section 2: The Parish may purchase, lease, sell, mortgage or otherwise encumber real property

upon the happening of the following:
{

a) an ordinary resolution by the Parish Council or a resolution by a voting member
in good standing properly on the Agenda of a Parish, Annual or Special meeting,
and, ‘

b) a special resolution of the voting members in good standing present at a Special

or Annual Meeting, duly called, convened and constituted; and
c) the approval of the Bishop;

Section 3: Bequests, gifts or devises for special purposes should be used for that special purpose
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as far as reasonably practical, PROVIDED HOWEVER that the Parish is not bound to
accept such bequest, gift or devises nor bound to such special purpose uniess the
bequest, gift or devise is, in writing specifically made with the special purpose as a pre-
condition.

Section 4: Upon the Abolishment or the Withdrawal of the Parish, the Church shall be and shall
become the owner of all Parish properties, assets and funds. All Parish properties,
assets and funds shall be transferred, assigned, given to, the Bishop and to be held
and/or disposed of by him for The Archdiocese of Canada Orthodox Church in America
for the accomplishment of the religious nature, purpose and goals of the Church.

The Parish and its members, the Parish Council and the Rector shall do all things and
execute all documents necessary to accomplish such ownership, transfer, assignment
and giving, and shall not do anything or execute any documents to accomplish any other
purpose.

A document signed by the Bishop, setting out the following:

1. that He is the Bishop of the Archdiocese of Canada Orthodox Church in America;

2. the Parish is dissolved or has withdrawn;

3. specifying the Parish property, assets or funds to be transferred, assigned or
given;

4, that He, as Bishop, will hold and/or dispose of the property, assets or funds for

the Archdiocese of Canada Orthodox Church in America for the accomplishment
of the religious nature, purpose and goals of the Church shall be conclusively
deemed and accepted as good, full and sufficient proof of the statements made
therein, and as constituting full power and authority of the Parish and the
Archdiocese to transfer, assign and give the said property, assets or funds to the
Bishop.

ARTICLE VII PARISH MEETINGS:

Section 1: Since, according to the universal teaching of the Orthodox Christian Church, all the
members of the Body of Christ are responsible for the preservation of the Faith and the
edification of the Church, these Bylaws provide for Parish meetings, (Annual meetings,
and Special meetings of the Parish). Only voting members in good standing, present in
person, may participate and vote.

Section 2: Since it is the sacred duty of the Parish Rector/Priest to guide the whole life and all
activities of the Parish for which he is responsible before God:

a) notice of Parish meetings shall be announced according to canonical procedure
by the Parish Rector/Priest from the Ambo on the three consecutive Sunday
Divine Liturgies prior to the said meetings; special resolutions shall not be voted
upon unless notice of the resolution was given as part of the notice of the Parish

meeting;

b) no Parish meetings may be held without the approval and blessing of the Parish
Rector/Priest;

c) all items on the Agenda and topics for discussion must be submitted to and

approved by the Parish Rector/Priest;
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d)

f)

h)

the Parish Rector/Priest shall preside over all Parish meetings; the Parish
Rector/Priest may appoint a voting member in good standing to preside for all or
part of the meeting;

any matter touching upon the person or role of the Parish Rector may only be an
Agenda item or topic for discussion with the knowledge and consent of the
Bishop. The Bishop or his nominee shall preside at such meeting;

the Rector is at liberty to submit all decisions arising from any meetings to the
Diocesan Bishop or the canonically appointed Diocesan Authority for final
approval or disapproval;

all matters of Orthodox Christian Faith, morals and practice are outside the
competencyl/jurisdiction of the Parish and Parish meetings, as the Truths of Holy
Orthodoxy are entrusted to us by God; canonical ecclesiastical order and
administration are outside the competency/jurisdiction of the Parish and Parish
meetings;

the Parish Rector/Priest shall be at liberty to be present at all Parish meetings,
councils, groups, and gatherings;

the Parish Rector/Priest is a voting member in good standing, a member of
Parish Council and all other councils, groups and gatherings "ex officio
ecclesiae™;

Section 3: Excepting matters relating to extraordinary resolutions, all or any matters/procedures set
out in Article VII, Section 2, may be waived or varied with the consent of the Rector/Priest
and the unanimous consent of those present at the Parish meeting;

Section 4: The quorum for all Parish meetings shall be 51% of the voting members in good standing
present in person. In the absence of a quorum, the meeting shall be adjourned and
notice of the meeting shall be given as set out in Article VI, Section 2a). No quorum
shall be required at the adjourned meeting, excepting for extraordinary resolutions.

Section 5: a)

The decision making process within the Church is more accurately understood as

a course of conduct leading to an enlightenment of the faithful to God's
Will. This course of conduct should lead to consensus, by which it is meant that
there remains no objection to the decision. This course of conduct necessarily
embraces, and allows fully the time and opportunity to embrace, the following
elements: prayer, discussion and reflection. Voting forces decisions, while
pursuing consensus allows for decisions to be formulated in a peaceful, orderly
manner as the Parish integrates new matters into its life. Resolutions shall be
considered in a manner and in a process that is searching for consensus.
Resolutions shall be passed with at least the following approval:

i) ordinary and special resolutions: 80% of those voting;
i) extraordinary resolutions: 90% of those voting;

special resolutions shall be any resolution about real property, borrowing money
or amendments to the Parish Bylaws;

extraordinary resolutions shall be any resolution about the abolishment or
withdrawal of the Parish;
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d) extraordinary resolutions shall not be considered or voted upon unless notice of
the resolution was given as part of the notice of the Parish meeting.
Section 6: The Parish meetings shall be held on the Parish premises unless impracticable;
Section 7: An Annual Parish meeting shall be held at least once per year,;
Section 8: The Agenda of the Parish Annual Meeting shall be as follows:
1) Opening Prayer;
2) Determination of a Quorum;
3) Minutes of Previous Meeting;
4) Reports;
5) Financial Statement;
6) Auditor's Report;
7) Adoption of Parish Budget;
8) Elections to:
a) the Parish Council;
b) the Auditing Committee;
c) the Archdiocesan Assembly (representatives);
d) the All-American Council (representatives);
9) Unfinished Business;
10) New Business;
11) Adjournment;
12) Closing Prayer.
Section 9: Special meetings of the Parish may be called as follows:
a) by the Bishop, or the Rector/Priest or the Parish Council; or
b) by a written request, signed by 80% of the voting members in good standing,
submitted to the Parish Rector/Priest, or the Bishop;
Section 10: The Agenda of the special meeting of the Parish shall be as follows:
1) Opening Prayer;
2) Determination of a Quorum;
3) Statement of Purpose of Meeting;
4) Resolutions;
5) Adjournment;
8) Closing Prayer.
Section 11: A record of the minutes of all Parish meetings shall be made by a Secretary appointed for
that purpose, to be signed by the Rector/Priest and Secretary and made available to the
Bishop and any voting member so requesting.
ARTICLE VIl THE PARISH COUNCIL:
Section 1: COMPOSITION:

The Parish Council shall consist of the following:
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a) the Parish Rector, who is by definition, non-elected and voting, by ex officio
ecclesiae, the presiding member of the Parish Council; and
b) the following elected members: the President, Secretary, Treasurer and such
further number of elected members as shall be determined from time to time by
the Rector/Priest in consultation with the Parish and Bishop;
Section 2: The members of the Parish Council shall be nominated for election and elected in the

Section 3:

Section 4:

Section 5:

Section 6:

Section 7:

following manner:

The candidates for nominations could be put forward by the nomination committee
choosing candidates among active parish members and by subsequently consulting with
parish members prior to the annual meeting or could be suggested from the floor at the
annual meeting. Each position should have one or more persons nominated for the
position. Those present at the annual meeting vote for those positions where more than
one person is contesting the same position, by show of hands.

A member of the Parish Council must be, and remain, a voting member of the Parish in
good standing; if the member fails to remain a voting member in good standing, as
determined by the Parish Rector/Priest, the Rector shall remove the member from Parish
Council and shall appoint another. The removed member shall cease and desist all
official activities as a member of Parish Council;

The elected members of the Parish Council shall be elected annually at the annual
meeting; they shall serve until the installation of a new Parish Council. All elected
members shall not take office until having been confirmed in their offices by the Diocesan
Bishop and until having been duly liturgically sworn in or inducted by the Parish
Rector/Priest. The Parish Rector/Priest shall appoint a voting member in good standing
to fill any vacancies on Parish Council occurring between elections or may call for an
election to fill the vacancy.

The quorum for the Parish Council shall be 51% of the elected members plus the
Rector/Priest (unless he has authorized the Parish Council to proceed in his absence);

The Parish Rector, being representative of the Diocesan Bishop, is the presiding officer
at all meetings of the Parish Council. Since the Parish Council is the main organ of co-
operation between the clergy and the laity on all levels of the Parish life, the Parish
Rector convenes all regular and special meetings of the Parish Council. The
Rector/Priest shall guide its discussions. The Parish Council shall assist the Parish
Rector/Priest in the administration of the Parish and shall seek to implement and execute
the decisions of the Parish meetings. The Parish Council shall in all matters work in
close co-operation with the Parish Rector/Priest and will take no action without his
knowledge, approval and blessing, excepting with the authority and blessing of the
Bishop. The Parish Council shall carry on the general business, commercial and
administrative activity of the Parish and shall support the Rector/Priest and the episcopal
authority on initiatives for the spiritual growth of parish life. Resolutions may be made by
Parish Council to put issues to the Parish at a Parish meeting for consideration and
approval. The Parish Council shall proceed in the same spirit as set out in Article VII,
Section 5, excepting however, to allow for issues to be discussed by the whole Parish,
resolutions shall be passed by a simple majority.

Contracts, formal documents and other papers binding the Parish shall, unless otherwise
provided for in these Bylaws, be signed by:

a) the Rector/Priest; and
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b) one of the following:
President,
Secretary,
Treasurer.
Section 8: Clergy compensation must be reviewed and determined at least annually by the Parish

ARTICLE IX

Section 1:

Section 2:

Section 3:

Section 4:

Section 5:

Council.

GENERAL PROVISIONS:

Without limiting the provisions in the Statute and the Bylaws of the Archdiocese relating
to church courts and canonical procedure, in the case of disagreement with, or conflict
arising from any decisions made by the Rector or the Parish Council, the problem(s) may
be brought before the entire Parish by invoking the provision for a Special meeting
described in Article Vi, Section 9. If this meeting fails to bring resolution to the issue,
those opposed to the decisions of the Rector and/or the Parish Council may submit a
statement describing the situation to the Provincial Dean. The statement is to be signed
by at least 80% of the voting members of the Parish. The Dean is to consult with
representatives of those supporting and those opposed to the decision(s) in question
and attempt to mediate a solution. If a solution is not reached, the Dean is to submit the
matter to the Archdiocesan Bishop. After reviewing the documentation and consulting
those involved in the dispute, the Bishop is to render a final decision and communicate it
in writing to the Parish.

For matters not covered by these Bylaws, the Parish may enact procedures and
regulations to meet the need of a particular situation, always subject to the Bishop's
approval;

The term "Abolishment" shall mean the termination of the on-going existence of the
Parish. Notwithstanding any decision or resolution to this effect by the members of the
Parish, this Parish cannot and shall not be abolished excepting by the further decision of
the Bishop;

The term "Withdrawal" shall mean the withdrawal by the Parish from the jurisdiction of the
Orthodox Church in America or the renunciation by the Parish of the authority of the
Orthodox Church in America or the Statute over the Parish;

The term "voting member in good standing" shall mean a voting member who is not in
deprivation of the abilities to participate in or vote at Parish meetings or Parish Council
meetings. The Parish Rector/Priest may, by his pastoral decision, determine to deprive a
voting member of such abilities due to his/her behaviour. The Pastoral determination is
different from and in addition to any other disciplinary action canonically administered by
the Parish Rector/Priest, and may be for such period of time as the Parish Rector/Priest
shall determine. People deprived of such abilities may appeal the decision of the Parish
Rector to the Diocesan Bishop or a Diocesan Court convened established by him
PROVIDED HOWEVER the deprivation of ability shall be and remain effective from the
time of Pastoral determination until further decision.

Such deprivation of abilities may, without limiting the grounds for the pastoral decision, be
imposed upon those members who:

a) openly and rudely disturb peace and order in the church edifice or at Parish
meetings;
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b) disobey openly the rulings of the official Parish bodies;

c) by their words or deeds openly bring disgrace upon or undermine the Orthodox
Faith, the Church, ecclesiastical authorities or the Parish;

d) secretly or openly injure the life and activities of the Parish;
e) fails or refuses to comply with the by-laws of the Parish.

Section 6: The Rector or his delegate shall provide annually, or as requested, census and
membership information to the Archdiocese;

Section 7: In circumstances when the Rector/Priest is unable or unwilling or fails to do or sign the
things required of him as Parish Rector or as he has been instructed by the Bishop to do
or sign, then the Bishop or his nominee shall be at liberty to so do or sign in his stead.

Section 8: Each member of the Parish shall for all purposes, be bound by the Parish Bylaws and
shall for all purposes be deemed to know, and to have agreed to be bound by, the same.

Section 9: Each member shall be given a copy of the Parish Bylaws upon request.

Attached to this document are two Appendices:

Appendix A: 1903 Ordinance to incorporate the Bishop of the Russo-Greek Catholic Orthodox Church,
and the Parishes and Missions of said Church (pages 25 fo 27).

Appendix B:  Article X - The Parish - of The Statute of the Orthodox Church in America (pages 28 to
30).
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APPENDIX A

1903 Ordinance to incorporate the Bishop of the Russo—-Greek Catholic Orthodox
Church, and the Parishes and Missions of said Church.

ORDINANCES
of
The North-West Territories
Passed in the First Session
of the
Fifth Legislative Assembly

Begun and holden at Regina on Thursday, the Sixteenth
Day of April, and closed on Friday, the
Nineteenth Day of June, 1903

His Honour Amedee Emmanuel Forget
Lieutenant Governor

REGINA
John A. Reid, Government Printer
1903

1903

CHAPTER 42

An Ordinance to incorporate the Bishop of the Russo—-Greek Catholic Orthodox Church,
and the Parishes and Missions of the said Church.

[Assented to June 19, 1903]

Preamble Whereas the Bishop of the Russo—-Greek Catholic Orthodox Church for North America
and the Aleutian Islands, has petitioned that he, his successors in office having
jurisdiction over the said church in Canada, and each of the duly authorised parishes
and missions in the Territories be incorporated; and it is expedient to grant the prayer
of the said petition;

Therefore the Lieutenant Governor by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Assembly of the Territories enacts as follows:
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1. The Bishop of the Russo—Greek Catholic Orthodox Church for North America and
the Aleutian Islands and his successors in office, having jurisdiction in Canada, is
hereby incorporated for the purposes mentioned in this Ordinance, under the name of
“The Bishop of the Russo-Greek Catholic Orthodox Church” (hereinafter called the
corporation sole) with all the powers and privileges contained in paragraph 38 of
section 8 of chapter 1 of the Consolidated Ordinances 1898.

2. The corporation sole may receive and hold property of any kind for the uses and
purposes of the Russo—Greek Catholic Orthodox Church in the North-West Territories,
including the uses and purposes of any parish or mission, institution, college, school or
hospital, now or hereafter connected with the Russo—Greek Catholic Orthodox church,
and that it may receive any devise by will, gift, deed, conveyance of land or any estate
or interest therein and sell, alienate, mortgage or lease any lands, tenements and
hereditaments held by it.

3. The corporation sole may exercise all its powers by and through an executive
committee, or such boards or committees as the bishap from time to time appoints for
the management of any of the affairs of the said bishopric in the North-West
Territories, but in accordance only with the trust relating to any property upon or for
which the same is held.

4. The corporation sole shall appoint and fix at least one place in the Territories where
service of process may be made upon the corporation sole in respect of any cause of
action arising within the Territories, and may afterwards from time to time change such
place. And a certificate fixing or changing any such place under the seal of the
corporation sole, and verified by the signature of the bishop of the said church, for the
time being, shall be deposited in the office of the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies
for the Territories. And if any cause of action shall arise against the corporation sole
within the Territories and any writ or process be issued against the corporation sole
therein out of any court in the Territories, service of such process may be validly made
upon the corporation sole at a place within the Territories so appointed and fixed; but if
the corporation sole fail to appoint and fix such place, or to deposit, as hereinbefore
provided, the certificate in that behalf above named, any such process may be validly
served upon the corporation sole by service of the same upon any priest or officer in
charge of the religious, educational or charitable institution, instituted under the
provisions of this Ordinance, nearest {o the place where such cause of action arose.

5. Instruments executed by the corporation sole shall be verified by the signature of
the bishop or a member of his consistory, for that purpose by him in writing appointed.

6. The priest in charge and trustees of any parish or mission in the North-West
Territories now or hereafter duly organised according to the constitution of the Russo—
Greek Catholic Orthodox Church shall be a body politic and corporate and they and
their successors under the name of “The Russo—Greek Catholic Orthodox Parish (or
Mission) of (here insert the particular designation of the parish or mission in question),”
hereinafter called the corporation aggregate, with all the powers and privileges
contained in paragraph 38 of section 8 of chapter 1 of The Consolidated Ordinances of
1898.

7. Each corporation aggregate may receive and hold property of any kind for religious,
educational and charitable uses and may receive by will, gift, deed, conveyance of
land or any estate or interest therein, and sell, alienate, mortgage or lease any land,
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tenements and hereditaments held by it

Provided that in the administration of real property as regards selling, exchanging,
alienating, mortgaging or leasing (except as regards the sale of burial plots in any
cemetery for which consent shall not be necessary), the corporation aggregate shall
first obtain the consent of the bishop of the said church for the time being having
jurisdiction over such parish or mission.

Execution of 8. Instruments executed by the corporation aggregate shall be verified by the
documents by signature of the priest in charge and trustees constituting the body corporate, and the

‘;gg’rgg‘;;‘;” consent to such dealing by the bishop as aforesaid to be verified by his signature, or
that of a member of his consistory for that purpose by him in writing appointed.

Public 9. This Ordinance shall be a public ordinance.

Ordinance

1904

Chapter 29

An Ordinance to amend Chapter 42 of the Ordinances of 1903 (First Session), entitled “An
Ordinance to incorporate the Bishop of the Russo—-Greek Catholic Orthodox Church and the
Parishes and Missions of the said Church.”

[Assented to October 8, 1904)

The Lieutenant Governor by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the
Territories enacts as follows :

1. Section 6 of Chapter 42 of the Ordinances of 1903 (first session) is hereby amended by
inserting after the word “church” where it occurs in the fourth line thereof the words “and their
successors in office” and by striking out the words “and they and their successors” where they
occur in the fifth line thereof.
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APPENDIX B
Article X - The Parish
The Statute of the Orthodox Church in America
Section 1: The Parish

The parish is a local community of the church having at its head a duly appointed priest and
consisting of Orthodox Christians who live in accordance with the teachings of the Orthodox Church,
comply with the discipline and rules of the Church, and regularly support their parish. Being subordinate
to the Diocesan Authority, it is a component part of the Diocese.

Section 2: Governing Statute
The organisation and administration of a parish are subject to this Statute as adopted at the
Second Ail-American Council of October 19"-21%, 1971, or as amended at any subsequent Council.

Section 3: Parish and Diocese

The parish is established by decision of the Diocesan Bishop within whose diocese it is
constituted and after the local group petitioning him has satisfied the Bishop that it is self-supporting and
stable and that its charter and by-laws are consistent with canonical requirements and the Statute of the
Church. Every parish charter or set of by-laws must provide the mechanics for implementing all decisions
of the All-American Council. No charter of by-laws of a parish shall be effective unless approved by the
Diocesan Authority. According to the teaching of the Orthodox Church, the Bishop is the head of all
parishes which constitute his diocese. He appoints parish clergy, has the obligation and right of regular
and special visitations to the parish, approves received reports on parish life, and in case of conflicts and
disorders within the parish, takes all necessary measure consistent with the Holy Canons.

Section 4: Rector

At the head of the parish is its Rector. According to the teachings of the Church, he is the
spiritual father and teacher of his flock and the celebrant of the liturgical worship established by the
Church. He teaches and edifies the People of God entrusted to his spiritual care “with no partiality”
[James 2:1] and sees to it that all activities within the parish serve the religious goals of the Church. He is
appointed by the Diocesan Bishop and cannot leave his parish without the permission of the Bishop. No
activities in the parish can be initiated without his knowledge, approval, and blessing; neither should he
do anything pertaining to the parish without the knowledge of his parishioners and parish organs elected
by them, so that always and everywhere there may be unity, mutual trust, cooperation, and love. In
conformity with his teaching office, the Rector shall have final authority over the church school. To be
free from material preoccupations and wholly committed to his sacred ministry, the priest must be
compensated by the parish, the amount of his compensation being clearly agreed upon at the time of his
appointment.

Section 5: Parishioners

a) By virtue of their Baptism and Chrismation, the parishioners are members of the Body of
Christ, and must strive to live in accordance with their high calling [Ephesians 4:1]. No
one can be a member of the parish if he openly betrays the teaching of the Orthodox
Church, or if he lead a life or act in a manner condemned by the Holy Canons as
incompatible with the name of Orthodox Christian.

b) A “voting member” of the parish is a member [as defined in Article X, Section 5(a)] at
least eighteen years of age, who partakes of the Sacraments of Confession and Holy
Communion in his home parish at least once a year; has belonged to the parish for a
period as may be fixed by the parish; and regularly fulfils such financial obligations as
may be established by the All-American Councils, Diocesan Assemblies, and parish.
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Section 6: Financial Obligation

Each year the parish shall remit to the Diocesan Treasurer its financial obligation to the Diocese
and to the Orthodox Church in America. This financial obligation shall be determined on the basis of: (a)
the number of members of the parish [as defined by Article X, Section 5(a)] who are eighteen years of
age and over; and (b) the number of persons who fulfil such financial obligations as may be established
by the All-American Councils, Diocesan Assemblies and parish, even though those persons may not be
members as defined in Article X, Section 5(a). The parish is also responsible for submitting annually, by
January thirty-first, a census containing the names (first and last) and addresses of such persons to the
Diocesan Bishop. Additions and/or deletions shall be reported as they occur.

Section 7: The Parish Meeting.

a) Since, according to the universal teaching of the Church, all members of the Body of
Christ are responsible for the preservation of the Faith and the edification of the Church,
the by-laws of each parish shall provide for regular or special meetings of parishioners in
good standing. At these meetings all matters pertaining to the life of the parish may be
discussed and acted upon, all necessary measures for the spiritual and material welfare
of the parish initiated and approved, and officers and members of the Parish Council and
other parish bodies provided for in the parish by-laws nominated and elected. All regular
and special parish meetings must be announced by the parish priest from the Ambo on
three consecutive Sundays and published in the church bulletin. The parish Rector
presides at the parish meeting.

b) The Rector is the intermediary between the parish and the Diocesan Authority, and, in
case of his disagreement with one or several decisions of the parish meeting, his
motivated opinion must be recorded in the minutes and the whole matter submitted to the
Diocesan Bishop. Parish officers may state their motivated opinion, first to the District
Dean, then to the Diocesan Bishop.

Section 8: The Parish Council

a) The parish meeting shall elect a Parish Council to assist the Rector in the administration
of the parish and to execute the decisions of the parish meeting. The Parish Council
shall consist of as many officers and members as provided for in the parish by-laws.
Their mode of election and their terms of office shall also be determined by the by-laws
regularly adopted.

b) All officers and members of the Parish Council shall, after their election at the parish
meeting and approval of the Diocesan Authority, be duly installed by the Rector, making
a solemn commitment to uphold their offices.

c) The Orthodox Church teaches that there should be an active cooperation between clergy
and laity on all levels of Church life. And since the Parish Council is the main parish
organ of such cooperation, none of its meetings may be held without the knowledge and
blessing of the Rector who, as the head of the parish, must take part in the discussion
and solution of all parish affairs. While the priest is the head of the parish, he does not
have to be the Chairman of meetings. Laymen may be Chairmen. The minutes of all
meetings of the Parish Council shall be signed by the Rector and the senior elected
officer of the parish. In case of the Rector’s disagreement with one or several decisions
of the Parish Council, his motivated opinion shall be recorded in the minutes and the
matter referred to the parish meeting.

d) The Parish Council shall be responsible not only for the spiritual and material needs of
the parish, but also for the parish’s unity and connection with the Diocese and the
Church, for each parish is called to be a living cell and a member of the Body of Christ,
and each carries responsibility for the whole Church
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Section 9: Parish Property

a) The parish or parish corporation is the sole owner of all parish property, assets, and
funds. In administering them, however, the parishioners and officers elected by them
must always remember the religious nature, purposes and goals of the parish, and act as
trustees of God’s, not man’s, property. The parish, as the whole Church, serves God and
cares for God’s work in the world, and all decisions concerning parish property must be
inspired by that care and by the spiritual needs of the Church.

b) If the parish is abolished, its property is disposed of following the provisions of the parish
by-laws. If no such provisions exist, the property is at the disposition of the Diocesan
Authority. In all cases, the sacred and untouchable items—the Holy Antimension, the
Tabernacle and the Sacred Vessels—must be surrendered to the Diocesan Bishop.
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Parish Bylaws approved by the general meeting on Sunday, December 3, 2006

Document prepared by:
Tatsiana Okun (parish member)

December 15", 2006
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